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American Academy of Pediatrics

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN"™

March 26, 2008

The Honorable John Dingell
US House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Chris Murphy
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Dingell and Congressman Murphy:

On behalf of the 60,000 primary care pediatricians, pediatric medical subspecialists, and
surgical specialists of the American Academy of Pediatrics who are committed to the
attainment of optimal physical, mental and social health and well-being for all infants,
children, adolescents, and young adults, we write today to express gratitude, support and
endorsement of the “Protecting the Medicaid Safety Net Act of 2008 (the Act). This
legislation is an important step towards guaranteeing continued access to services under the
Medicaid program for children.

As we navigate choppy economic waters, it is important to remember that close to 30
million children depend on the Medicaid program. It is critical to their health that
Medicaid remain strong. The Administration’s repeated attacks on the program, embodied
in the regulations that the Act wisely delays, will harm them.

Beyond the immediate damage to children’s health, it is clear that State and federal cost-
containment strategies targeting children are not likely to yield significant savings and, in
fact, will likely result in far greater expenditures. Costs do not disappear when children are
cut from or drop out of the Medicaid program. States may experience higher expenditures
in areas such as primary clinics in public health departments, increased utilization of
emergency departments, and an increase in the number of preventable hospitalizations.
Other costs, which are more difficult to quantify, such as school absences for children and
missed work for parents when children are sick as well as the adverse consequences of
delayed treatment, are also likely.

The AAP maintains its strong support for the Medicaid program, but will continue to work
to repeal the policies in the regulations which failed to pass Congress as part of the debate
over the Deficit Reduction Act.

Thank you for your continued commitment to improving the health and well-being of
children. We look forward to working with you on this important legislation.

Sincerely,

WAQ

Renée R. Jenkins, MD, FAAP
President
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